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1. SUMMARY: PHILIPPINE PRESS CONTINUES REACT SHARPLY TO 
ANN ARBOR CONVICTION OF FILIPINA NURSES NARCISO AND PEREZ. 

GUILTY VERDICT ATTRIBUTED TO FAILURE OE U.S. JUSTICE, 

PARTICULARLY THE JURY SYSTEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. OVER PAST FEW DAYS, LOCAL PRESS HAD CONTINUED TO DEVOTE 
DAILY FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE TO U.S. WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS OE 
NARCISO AND PEREZ CASE, WITH EMPHASIS ON PROTESTS IN US IN 
THEIR BEHALE. GUILTY VERDICT CONTINUES TO DRAW EDITORIAL 
FIRE EROM PRESS, RADIO AND TV. JULY 15 EVENING EXPRESS 
EDITORIAL, "2 FILIPINA NURSES' GUILT INCONCEIVABLE," 

INDICATIVE OF TONE OF COMMENTARY. JULY 15 EVENING POST 
CHIMED IN THAT GENERAL PUBLIC HAS RECEIVED VERDICT WITH 
SHOCK, CONSTERNATION AND OUTRAGE. JULY 16 DAILY EXPRESS 
EDITORIAL SAID RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN ITS RANKEST EROM 
UNDERLINED TRIAL AND MAKES A MOCKERY OE AMERICAN PREACHING OE 
JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY. ACCOMPANYING CARTOON SHOWED TWO 
HELPLESS NURSES IMPALED ON SWORD WIELDED BY LARGE FIGURE 
LABELD "US JUSTICE." TIMES JOURNAL'S FRANCISCO DE LEON IN 
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JULY 18 COLUMN DEPLORED CONVICTION, STRESSING FAILURE OF 
PROSECUTION TO SHOW MOTIVE. HE ALSO QUESTIONED JURY 
SYSTEM, EXPRESSING DOUBTS WHETHER "THE JURY SYSTEM WILL 
EVER BE ACCEPTABLE IN THE PHILIPPINES." DE LEON CONCLUDED 
BY CONTRASTING COL. HENSLEY'S "HASTY DEPARTURE" FROM 
PHILIPPINES WITH NURSES’ CONVICTION, SARCASTICALLY CALLING 
THEM "THE TWO EACES OF JUSTICE." MOST JUDICIOUS COMMENTARY 
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PROVIDED BY BULLETIN TODAY'S JESUS BIGORNIA, WHO NOTED 
JULY 16 THAT ALTHOUGH VERDICT APPEARS SHOCKING, "UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS KEY DETAILS OE THE TRIAL PROCEEDINGS ARE MADE 
KNOWN...JUDGMENT ON AMERICAN JUSTICE MUST BE HELD IN 
ABEYANCE." 

3. NURSES' CONVICTION ALSO HAS PROVOKED SOME SOUL SEARCHING 
OVER PHILIPPINE MASSIVE EXPORT OP NURSES TO U.S. PRESS 
INTERVIEWS WITH NURSING STUDENTS REVEAL PEAR NARCISO/PEREZ 
CASE MIGHT ADVERSELY AFPECT THEIR CHANCES TO "TRY THEIR 
LUCK IN AMERICA." TIMES JOURNAL SOCIETY COLUMNIST JULIE 
DAZA NOTED BITTERLY THAT MANY NURSES CRITICIZING DECISION 
ASK TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS SO THAT THEY WILL NOT BE "BLACK- 
LISTED " BY U.S. EMBASSY. PRESIDENT OP PHILIPPINE NURSES 
ASSOCIATION TOLD TIMES JOURNAL JULY 18 THAT NURSING 
EDUCATION IN NEED OP OVERHAUL TO EMPHASIZE SERVICE TO 
PHILIPPINE MASSES INSTEAD OP OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT. 

4. LOCAL REACTION REELECTS LACK OP UNDERSTANDING OP OR PAITH 
IN JURY SYSTEM. JULY 15 EVENING EXPRESS EDITORIAL SAID JURORS 
DO NOT HAVE LEGAL TRAINING NECESSARY IN DECIDING COMPLICATED 
CASES. DAILY EXPRESS COLUMNIST TEODORO VALENCIA CROWED 
JULY 17 THAT IF CASE HAD BEEN TRIED IN PHILIPPINES AND 
DEPENDANTS HAD BEEN AMERICANS THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN 
ACQUITTED BECAUSE OUR INSTITUTIONS OP JUSTICE ARE 

PAR SUPERIOR TO THE JURY SYSTEM. VALENCIA ATTACKED THE 
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U.S. JURY SYSTEM AGAIN JULY 18, SAYING THE JURORS BASED 
DECISION ON "PURE HEARSAY AND PREJUDICE." EVENING POST 
EDITIORIAL JULY 15 NOTED PLAINTIVELY THAT NURSES MIGHT HAVE 
GAINED SYMPATHY OP JURORS IP THEY HAD BETTER COMMAND OP 
ENGLISH. 

STULL 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NURSES, PRESS COMMENTS, COURT DECISIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA10984 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770267-1008 

Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770747/aaaabouc.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 42901 d68-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MANILA 10932 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1831044 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REACTION TO NARCISO AND PEREZ VERDICT 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, RP, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/42901 d68-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



